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Name: Stephanie Codorniz

School: West Hills STEM Academy, Bremerton School District

Grade: K-8

Subject: Special education 

Total number of students: 30

Years teaching: 14

What inspired you to get into teaching?: "I wanted to help kids realize that they could do whatever they wanted to do. I don’t want any kid to think they
can’t do something and not be able to achieve their dreams. I was a cheerleader in school and I want to be a cheerleader to my kids now. Kids with
disabilities have so many hoops they have to jump through already, I just really wanted to help them find what their strengths are and focus on that. It’s
important for kids to know that nobody is perfect at anything. A lot of times, my kids think that kids without disabilities must be perfect at everything. But
we all struggle in different areas. I want them to find what they’re good at and embrace it and go with it." 

Name a rewarding moment from your career: "My favorite moments are when kids get really excited. I have a kid with autism who really struggled with
academics. But he was amazing at performances, so he would sing and dance and he was so animated and so good at it, it would just bring tears of joy
to me. I just can’t wait to see him when he’s in high school trying out for drama." 

What's your biggest challenge: "I think my biggest challenge is having so many kids with so many different needs and trying to meet all of them. Many
of my kids come to school hungry and tired. These are basic needs that need to be met. These kids need so much food. I’m always giving them extra
food and giving them time to rest." 

Finish this sentence, "I wish …:": "I wish all of my students really understood how awesome they are. They all are so awesome in their own way, but
they all have low self-esteem and struggle. But they just have to believe in themselves and ask for help."
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